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Grigen Kosar 
“Tirksiiz Tiirk kéyii” duydunuz 
3 mu hic? Ya da Tiirk olmadigi halde 
Tiirk gibi yasayanlari? Olur mu 
hic demeyin, olmus ger¢ekten. 


ee ee @ 
Have you ever heard about "a 
Turkish village without any Turk"? 


Or about those who live quite like 
Turks even though they are not 


TURKISH VILLAGES IN EUROPE Sethe ner 


64 


IPTHAUSEN 


URKE VE - 51 Ai faye 
NA 


66 


“Gitmesek de kalmasak da 0 kéy 
bizim kéyimizdiir” nakaratinda 


gecen kéyleri gérecegiz, gormesek 
de bizden izler tasryan topraklari 
ziyaret edecegiz. Avrupa’nin 
gobeginde, belki pek cogumuzun 
yolunun hie diismedigi sakh 
kédgelerde, aralarinda tek bir 
Turk bulunmamasina ragmen 
kendilerine “Tiirk” diyen 
insanlarin yagadigi kdylere 
gidecegiz. 


Hazirsaniz, yemyesil yamaclara 
yaslanmis, daglarin arasina 
gizlenmis bu kiictk kéylere dogru 
yola cikiyoruz hep birlikte. 


Moena kéyii(italya): 

Kuzey Italya’nin Tarento 
bdlgesindeyiz. Manzori 
Daglarrnin eteklerinde, Avusturya 
sinirina yakin bir kéye dustiyor 
yolumuz. Resmi adinin Moena 
olduguna bakmayin, sakinleri “La 
Turkhia’” yani “Turkiye” diyorlar 
yasadiklani topraklara. Yazin 3 
bin, kigin 15 bin civarinda insanin 
yasadigi bu kdyde her yil, temmuz 
ayinda Tiirk festivali diizenleniyor. 
Festivalde kéy halk: evlerini 
kirmizi bayraklar ile donatiyor, 
cocuklarini Turk kiyafetleri ile 
giydirip stisllyor, kéyltlerle birlikte 
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mehter takimi ytirtiyor festival 
kortejinde. Kéytin en yaslisi Sultan 
oluyor, atalarini temsilen kortejin 
basina geciyor. Peki Turkiye’yi 
hie gérmemis, hicbiri Turkce 
konugamayan Moena halk 
neden bu kadar Tiirk hissediyor 


verilir. Hasan’l cok seven ve bu 
meselede hakli bulan yeniceri 
agasi, onun kacmasina géz 

yumar. Hasan yolda diigsmanlarla 
carpisirken yaralanir. Moenali 
Marianna ve kardesi bulup 
kéyliilere haber verir. Bu olaylarin 
uzerine kendisine kucak acan kéyti 
benimser Hasan, artik burada 
yasamaya karar verir. Ancak 
adetlerinden ve aliskanhklarindan 
da vazgecemez. Kéyde sang ve 
kailicryla dolasirken bir yandan 
da tiim bilgisini, gérgtistint ve 
géreneklerini kéyliilerle paylasir. 


Derken bir gin Dika’nin askerleri 
cikagelir. Kéyii yagmalar, halktan 
agir vergiler almaya baslarlar. Bunu 
kabullenemeyen Hasan, kdyliileri 
ayaklanmaya tesvik eder. Onlara 
ok atmayl, kilic kullanmayi, savas 


kendini? Bu hikayenin Viyana hakk nda bildigi her seyl ogretir. 
Kusatmasina kadar uzanan bir Askerler ikinci geliglerinde agur 
gecmisi var. bir direnisle karsilasizlar. Boylece 
k6éytin kahramani olur Hasan, “El 
alk arasinda anlatilagelen Turco” olarak anilmaya baslar. 
rivayete gore; Bade lie 
2. Viyana kusatmasi esnasinda, Gant miizde Moena halk hala 
Piasanadinds acre yarali ve Yeniceri Hasan’ atalari olarak 
Gedeek sees clea bi enicen gérmekte, ona sahip cikmaktadir. 
siginir koye. Kiictictik koytin koca Her yil be ayinda Moen a 
spree Whale Balam alectiviy k6éylilerinin Dika’nin askerlerini 
sonra da gtizeller gtizeli Marianna yeamelen ee ae senlikler 
diizenlenir. “El Turco” bu senligin 


ile evlendirirler Hasan’ 
Osmanl: ordusunun degerli bir 


_Ashnda 


istihbarat subayidir Balaban 


Hasan. Bes-alti dili ana 
konusabilmektedir. Orduda pek 
cok basariya imza atm 
olarak Viyana kugatmas 
dénemin sadrazami Mer 
Kara Mustafa Pasa tarafi 
bir gérevle vazifelendiril 
Gérevini basartyla tama 
sonra Pasa’ya konu hakk 
diistincelerini sdyler. Ancak 
fkir anlasmazligina dist 
sadrazam tarafindan éliim fermani 
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This is a visit to villages "that are 
ours even though we do not visit 
them", and lands evocative of our 
characteristics. This is a visit to 
villages in the heart of Europe and 
hidden spots where most of us 
normally would not stop by even 
though they are populated by people 
who call themselves "Turk" while 
there is no Turk among them. 

Let's ona trip to those villages 
situated on evergreen slopes and 
enshrouded among the mountains. 


Village of moena, Italy 

This is Tarento, Northern Italy. 
Situated on the foothills of Manzori 
Mountains, the village is in close 
proximity to the Austrian border. 
Don't let its official name Moena 
fool you. It is populated by residents 
called "La Turchia", namely "Turkey". 
Populated by 3000 people in summer 
and 15.000 in wintertime, the village 
holds a Turkish festival in every July. 


Asa part of the festival, the local 
people deck their homes out with red 
flags, and have their children wear 
Turkish outfits while a janissary band 
marches along with the residents of 
the village. The oldest resident of the 
villages gets to be the Sultan, leading 
the marching people to honor their 
ancestors. So why do the people 

of Moena, who have never been to 
Turkey and speak no Turkish feel as 
if they are Turkish? The story dates 
back to the Siege of Vienna. 

Rumor colloquially has it that 

a Janissary member named 
Hasan, who was heavily injured 
and about to be frozen to death, 
took shelter in the village during the 
2nd siege of Vienna. The generous 
people of the tiny village took care 
of him, made him better and then 
had him get married to beautiful 
Marianna. In fact, Balaban Hasan 
was an esteemed intelligence officer 
in the Ottoman army. He spoke five 
or six languages Auently. He had a 
background of great achievements 
in the army and most recently he 
was entrusted by Kara Mustafa 
Pasha of Merzifon, the grand vizier 
of the time, with a particular task 
during the siege of Vienna. He told 
about his thoughts to Pasha after 
performing his task on a successful 
note. However, a death warrant 
was issued by the grand vizier who 
had a disagreement with him. The 
head of the janissaries, who used 
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to care a lot about Hasan and gave 
him credit about the disagreement, 
turned a blind eye to his escape. 
Marianna of Moena and her 

sister found him and then let the 
residents of the village know about 
it. Then, Hasan adopted the village 
people who received him with 

open arms, and decided to reside 
there. However, he never gave up 
on his traditions and habits. As 

he walked around the village ina 
conventional headwear and with 

a sword, he shared his knowledge, 
customs and traditions with the 
residents of the village. 

Then one day, Duka's soldiers 
showed up. They looted the village 
and started to impose heavy taxes 
on the people. Hasan, who was not 
having it, encouraged the people 

in village to stage a revolt. He 
taught them how to shoot an arrow 
and use a sword, and told them 

all about his warfare know-how. 
Once the soldiers showed up for the 
next time, they faced formidable 
resistance. Thus, Hasan became a 
hero for the village, and started to 
be referred to as "El Turco." 
Currently, the people of Moena 
consider Janissary Hasan their 
ancestor, and one of them. On every 
July, the people of Moena hold a 
festival to celebrate their victory 
over Duka's soldiers. And "El Turco" 
is the star of the show. 
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Faymonville(Belcika): 

Ikinci duragimuz Belcika’nin Valon 
bélgesindeki Faymonville kéyii. 
Yaklasik bin kisinin yasadign bu 
kiictik koye “Turk kéyti” deniyor. 


Isin ilgine yan, burada tarih 
boyunca tek bir Tiirk’tin bile 
yasamamis olmasi. Peki ne olmus 
da Arden Daglarinin gélgesindeki 
Faymonville bu adla anilir olmus? 
Bu konuda pek ¢ok rivayet olmakla 
birlikte, en gercekei olani 16. yy’a 
dayanuyor. 


16. yuzyilda Osmanli 
Imparatorlugu’na karsi acilacak 
savas icin Kilise para toplar. Ancak 
Faymonville diger Valon kéylerinin 
aksine, Luksemburg Disesligine 
bagl oldugu icin édeme yapmay1 
reddeder. Bu sebeple Kilise ve 
diger cevre kéyler tarafindan 
“Hristiyanlk Aleminin diigmani ve 
Turklerin dostu’ ilan edilirler. 
Kilisenin verdigi bu cezadan hic 
gocunmaz Faymonvilliler. Aksine 
bu yakistirmay benimser, Turk 
imgelerini kullanmaya baslarlar. 
Hatta bir dénem kilise ganlarin 
susturup ibadet cagrilarim ezan 
taklidi seslerle yaptiklari bile 
soylenir. 


Faymonville Turk dostu olarak 
anilmanin en biiytik faydasini 2. 
Dunya Savasrnda gértir. Alman 
ordulari gectikleri yerleri yakip 
yikarak ilerlerken, kéyiin girisindeki 
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Turk bayragini gértip buraya zarar 
vermezler. Tuirklerle “saldirmazlik 
anlasmas1” vardir etinkti. Cevre 
kéylerin aksine Faymonville, Nazi 
isgaline ugramamistur. 


Gtintimtizde de kéyiin meydaninda 
Turk bayragi dalgalanmaya devam 
ediyor. Kéydeki tek otelin adi Le 
Vieux yani “Eski Sultan’, koytin tek 
futbol takimi ise “RFC Turkania” 
yani “Gene Tiirkler Birligi” 

adini tastyor. Belediye binasinin 
duvarinda Turk armas, igeride M. 
Kemal Atattirk resmi géze garpryor. 


Her yil subat ayinda yapilan 
karnavala civar kéyler farkli 
kosttimlerle katilirken, 
Faymonvilliler ve RFC Turkania 
gencleri ise Tiirk kryafetleri 
iginde, kirmizi-beyaz al yildizli 
bayraklarzyla geliyorlar. 


Faymonville, Belgium 

This is the village of Faymonille 

in the district of Valon, Belgium. 
Populated by nearly 1000 people, 
this small settlement is called 
"Turkish village’. Here is the 
interesting part: Not even one single 
Turk has lived here. So why was 
Faymonville situated in the foothills 
of Arden Mountains called that way? 


While there are many rumors about 
it, the most realistic one dates back 
to the 16th century. 

The church collects money for a 
war to be waged on the Ottoman 
Empire in the 16th century. However, 
Faymonville, unlike other villages 

in Valon, refuses to make a 
contribution as it is affiliated to the 
Duchess of Luxembourg. That is why 
the church and other neighboring 
villages declare them "the enemy of 
the Christian world and the ally of 
the Turks.” 


The people of Faymonville never 
take offense at being punished by 

the church. On the contrary, they 

like being associated with the Turks, 
and stated to use Turkish images. In 
fact, it is reported that they used to 
imitate Islamic prayer calls, silencing 


the church bells. 


Faymonville reaps the benefit of 
being called an ally of the Turks the 
most during the World War II. As 
the German army moves forward, 
ravaging through wherever they 

go, they see the Turkish flag by the 
entrance of the village and avoid 
doing it harm. It was because 
Germany had a pact of non- 
aggression with the Turks. Unlike the 
neighboring villages, Faymanville is 
never raided by the Nazis. 


Currently, a Turkish flag continues 

to wave in the square of the village. 
The only hotel in the village is called 
Le Vieux, meaning "Former Sultan" 
while the village's sole football team 
is "RFC Turcania”, which stands for 
"Union of Young Turks." A Turkish 
coat ofarms catches one's attention 
on the wall of the city hall, along with 
a picture of M. Kemal Atatiirk. 


While the neighboring villages join 
the annual festival held in February 
in their regular outfits, the people of 
Faymonville and the young members 
of RFC Turcania wear Turkish clothes 
and bring red and white flags with the 
star and crescent. 


Ipthausen(Almanya): 
Uctincti duragimiz, Almanya’nin 
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Isin surn, 1754 yilinda insa edilen 
Walthart Kilisesi’nde gizhi gibi 
Srunityor. Kilisenin tavan yagliboya 
inde, ellerinde hilalli sancaklar 


bulunan yeniceriler ve hilalin hemen 


figtirleri yer aliyor. 


inde ise melek 


Yeniceriler tabloda kurtarici olarak 
resmedilmis. Tablonun sag tarafinda 


inde buhar ttiten bir kap tasryan 


kadin resmi var. Kabin igindekinin 


Sanat 


duva 


gu dusiintltiyor. Resmin 
s tarihi, kahvenin Dogu’dan, 

Turkiye’den Avrupa’ya 
isiyle rtiistiyor. 
nhakim oldugu kilisenin sol 


Rokoko ve Barok 


rindaki minber ise oldukea 
dikkat cekiyor. 


“Halic”, “Marmara”, “Canakkale” 
gibi sokak isimleriyle karsilasilan 
kéyde, bir de “Kus Ali” meselesi var 
ki Alman Bild gazetesine dahi konu 
olmus. Papagan benzeri Beo cinsi 
kus, hatirim soranlara “merhaba’, 


« 
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‘canim’, “masallah” gibi Turkee 
kelimelerle karsilik veriyor. Papagan 
sevmedigi insanlara ise “manyak” 
diyor. Kus Ali bir gtin ortadan 
kayboluyor ve Almanya giindemini 
uzunca bir stire mesgul ediyor. 
Arama faaliyetleri sonug vermeyince 
Seylan’dan ikinci bir Beo kusu 
getirtiliyor ve Tiirkce 6Grenmesi icin 
Stuttgard’da bir Tiirk ailenin yanina 
staja veriliyor. Dili séktip bagartyla 
mezun olan kus, kéyde Kus Ali-2 
olarak mesaisine baslryor. 


Ipthausen, Germany 

This is Ipthausen, a small town in 
Bavaria, Germany. Not even single 
Turk lives in the village populated by 
250 households whereas it is referred 
to as "Little Turkey" except for in 
official correspondence. With lyrics 
and composition by a cook named 
Wolfgang Klein, the song "My Little 
Turkey" has been sung as ananthem 
by the people of the village for years 
now. 


There is no concrete detail about 
why the village is called little Turkey, 
Once upon a time, the residents of 
the village sent a delegation to do 
research on archives in Turkey, but 
they have yet to reach a conclusion. 
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It all seems to come down to the 
Walfhart Church built in 1754. The oil 
painting on the ceiling of the church 
displays janissaries holding a flag 
with a crescent on top of which is 
angel figures. The Janissaries are 
portrayed as saviors in the painting. 
On the right hand side of the painting 
is the picture of a woman holding a 
cup that gives out smoke. The cup is 
thought to contain coffee. The time 
when it was painted coincides with 
the time when coffee was introduced 
to Europe from the East, namely 
Turkey, Situated on the left hand 
side of the church where rococo and 
baroque art styles are dominant, the 
minbar is pretty intriguing. 


Being home to streets named "Halic", 
"Marmara" and "Canakkale", the 
village is also renowned for a story 
about "Kus (Bird) Ali”, which was 
covered by the German newspaper 
Bild. Resembling a parrot, the bird 
Beo responds to the questions 

of passers-by in Turkish, saying 
"hello", "darling", and "mashallah" 
(praise be). The bird calls those he 
dislikes "nut job”. One day Kus Ali 
disappears and it becomes a topical 
issue in Germany. When search 
operations yield no result, another 
Beo bid is imported from Ceylon 

to go through training by a Turkish 
family's side in Stuttgart to speak 
Turkish. Having graduated with 
flying colors after being able to speak 
the language, the bird starts to serve 
as Kus Ali-2 in the village. 
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Turkeye(Hollanda): 

Bu kez Hollanda’ya diisityor 
yolumuz. Beleika sinirinda, 
Oostburg yolu tizerinde “Turkiye” 
yazili bir tabelayla karsilasiyoruz. 
Turkiye’den binlerce kilometr 


uzakta, Osmanlrnin fetih 
gtizergahinda bile bulunmayan 

bir cografyada, hicbir Tuirk’tin 
yasamadigi kéytin adi “Turkeye”. 
Hatta bu Turkstiz Turk kéytindeki 
bazi evlerin duvarlarinda “Ne mutlu 
Turk’tim diyene” ve “Hos geldiniz” 
yazili tabelalar dikkat cekiyor. Kéye 
ayak basan ilk Tiirk ise Barig Manco. 


Koyiin girisinde dalgalanan 
Turk bayraginin yan basindaki 
evde yasayan fahri elei Monique 
Sturm, evini muzeye ¢evirmis, 
irk kultirtinti tanitryor. Ince belli 
bardaktan gay ikram ediyor ziyarete 
gelenlere. Evin duvarinda “Tiirkiye 
Eleilik, No:16” yazzyor. 
Gelelim hikAyesine... Bu konuda 
da cesitli rivayetler var. Sturm’un 
anlattigina gore; 
1600'lt yillarda Hollanda-Ispanya 
savasi sirasinda, Ispanyollarin 
elinde esir bulunan Tiirk forsa 

ve denizciler Hollandalilar 
tarafindan kurtarilir. Tirkler de 
kendilerini kurtaran Hollandalilara 
ktyafetlerini ve flamalarimi hediye 
eder. Uc hilalli Osmanh flamalarin 
gemilerine geken Hollandalilari 
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goren Ispanyollar, “Osmanli buraya 
donama géndermis” diyerek geri 
cekilir. Boylece tlke biyiik bir 
istiladan kurtulur. O gtinlerin 
anisina bu glizel Turkeye koyti 
kurulur. 
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Turkeye, the netherlands 

This is a town in the Netherlands. 
It is a town welcomes visitors with 
a signboard that reads "Turkey" en 
route to Oostburg near the Belgian 
border. It is called "Turkeye" even 
though it is located thousands of 
kilometers away from Turkey, and 
was never part of the Ottoman route 
of conquest, and no Turk currently 
lives there. In fact, some signboards 
that read "How happy is the one who 
says lama Turk" and "Welcome" in 
Turkish are striking in the Turkish 
village where no Turk lives. The first 
Turk to set foot in the village was 
Baris Mango. 


Residing at a home right next to the 
Turkish flag post by the entrance of 
the village, the honorary ambassador 
Monique Sturm has turned her 

home into a museum, promoting the 
Turkish culture. She offers tea in an 
authentic thin waist cup for visitors. 
The wall at home reads "Turkish 
Embassy, No. 16" 

As for its story, there are a variety 

f rumors. According to what is 
reported by Sturm, 

Taken prisoner by the Spaniards 
during the Dutch-Spaniard war in 
600s, the Turkish galley slaves 

and seafarers are saved by the 
Dutch. The Turks give away their 
outfits and flags to the Dutch for 
saving their lives. Raising the 
three-crescent Ottoman flag to the 
agpole on board, the Dutch makes 
the Spaniard retrieve as they think 
the Ottoman Empire has sent a 
fleet there". This saves the country 
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from a major invasion. This beautiful 
village of Turkeye is founded in 
remembrance of those days. 
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St. Anna ter mulden(Hollanda): 
Turkeye koyiiniin yakinlarinda 
Osmanl izleri tagryan bir kasaba 
daha var: Ter Mulden halki da Turk 
olarak aniltyor. Kasabanin tam 
ortasinda, tepesinde kocaman sarik 
figiirtiyle tulumbal: bir Osmanl1 
cesmesi géze carpryor. Cesmenin 
yapim yil 1789. 


Hollandali tarihei yazar De Brock’a 
gore gesmenin hikayesi sdyle: 
“97. yazyilin baslarinda, bir Osmanl 
ticaret gemisi Kuzey Denizinden 
gelerek Sluis Kanalrndan gecer ve 
Ter Muiden limanina yanasir. Uzun 
zamandir denizde olan mtirettebat 
ac ve susuzdur, bu sebeple yerli 
halktan yardim istenir. Bulasici 
hastalik olabilecegi korkusu ile énce 
gemiye yanasmaktan ¢ekinir halk. 
Ancak sonra aralarindan birkag kisi 
cesaret ederek gemiye yiyecek ve su 
gotiirtir. Buna karsilik Osmanhiar 
gemi armas! ile Osmanli sancagini 
sehre hediye eder. Ter Muiden 
belediyesi o dénemin siiper gticti 
Osmanlrya tesekktir icin belediye 
binasinin 6ntine tulumbali cesmeyi 
insa ettirir. Yardim alan Osmanli 
gemisi Istanbul’a déndiigiinde 
baslarindan geceni Saray’a anlatir. 
Bunun tizerine yayimlanan 
ferman ile bu sehirden Osmanli 
donanmasina esir diigen olursa bu 
kimselere forsalik yaptirilmamasi 


km verilir. Ter Muiden sakinleri 
o gtinden itibaren “Turk” olarak 
nilmaya baslar. 
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kurtaran Hollandalhilara kiyafetlerini 
ve flamalarin: hediye eder. Ue 
hilalli Osmanh flamalarini 
gemilerine eeken Hollandalilari 
goren Ispanyollar, “Osmanli buraya 
donama géndermis” diyerek geri 
cekilir. Béylece tilke biytik bir 
istiladan kurtulur. O gtinlerin 
anisina bu giizel Turkeye koyti 
kurulur. 


St. Anna ter mulden- hollanda 
There is another village evocative 

of an Ottoman settlement, near the 
village of Turkeye. The people of Ter 
Mulden are referred to as Turks. In 
the heart of the town, an Ottoman 
fountain with a water pump and a 
massive Ottoman-style headwear on 
top is quite striking. The foundation 
was built in 1789. 


According to De Brock, a Dutch 
historian and writer, this is how the 
story of the fountain goes: 

"In early 17th century, an Ottoman 
merchant vessel makes her way 
through the North Sea, and into the 
Sluis Canal, and berths the port of 
Ter Muiden. Spending a long time on 
board, the crew is hungry and thirsty. 
So, they ask for help from the local 
people. The people tend to shy away 
from getting near the vessel as they 
think the crew might be suffering from 
a communicable disease. However, 
some act bravely and bring food and 
water to the board. 


Inreturn, the Ottomans give away 
the rigging and the Ottoman flag 

to the city. The city of Ter Muiden 
has the water-pump fountain 

built in front of the city hall as an 
appreciation to the Ottomans, which 


were a powerhouse at the time. Once 
the Ottoman vessel makes it back 
to Istanbul after getting some 
assistance, the crew tells about 
what happened to the court. By 
the issuance of an imperial edict, 
the residents of the town taken 
prisoner by any Ottoman fleet are 
no longer subject to galley slavery. 
The residents of Ter Muiden are 
referred to as "Turks", starting from 
that day on. 


La Coruna: 

[spanya liginin gticlt takimlarindan 
Los Turcos lakapli Deportivo La 
Coruna ise “Turk” adini sportif 
karsilasmalara tasiyor. 


Deportivo La Coruna’: taraftarlar 
“Turk gibi gii¢lii” slogani ve Turk 
bayraklari ile cikiyor tiim 6nemli 
maclara. Bu hikayenin arkasinda 
kim var dersiniz? Tabii ki Akdeniz’i 
bir Turk gdltine déntisttiren 
Barbaros Hayreddin Pasa. 
Galicya seferleri sirasinda cok 
yakinda bulunan La Coruna 
sehrinin yénetici ve ileri gelenleri 
gerek Osmanlinin giicti gerekse 
Barbaros Hayraddin Pasa’‘nin 
tutumu sebebiyle Tiirklerle iyi 
iliskiler gelistirir. Komsu kent Vigo 
halki da bu iliskilerden rahatsizhik 
duyar, La Corunalilara “Los Turcos” 
yani “Turkler” adini takar. La 
Coruna hilar buna karsilik “Evet, 

biz Tiirk gibi giicliyiiz” diyerek 
lakaplarina sahip cikarlar. O giin 
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bugtindtir La Coruna tribtinleri, 
Turk bayraklani ve sloganlari ile 
cogar. Deportivo La Coruna ile Celta 
Vigo arasinda oynanan mazclar ise 
Galicya derbisi olarak adlandimlir. 


La coruna, spain 

As one of the formidable soccer 
teams in Spain, Deportivo La 
Coruna, nicknamed as Los Turcos, 
introduces its title as "Turks" in sports. 


The fans of Deportivo La Coruna 
chant slogans like "strong like a 

Turk" and wave Turkish flags during 
games. Who do you think lies behind 
that story? It goes without saying 
that it is Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha, 
who turned the Mediterranean into a 
Turkish lake. 

The officials and dignitaries of La 
Coruna develop good relations with 
the Turkish during the Galician 
campaigns on the grounds of the 
Ottoman power and Barbaros 
Hayreddin Pasha's attitude. 

The people of Vigo, which is the 
neighboring town, get bothered by 
this bilateral relation, and start to call 
the people of La Coruna "Los Turcos", 
meaning "the Turks". In return, the 
people of La Coruna embrace this 
nickname, taking pride in "being 
strong like a Turk". Since then, the 
fans of La Coruna get pumped up by 
Turkish flags and chants. The games 
between Deportivo La Coruna and 
Celta Vigo are called Galician derby. 


